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Asserts Republicans Know • 
U. S. Will Keep Big Base 


By TOM WICKER ' 

Sp«lal to Th« Ne«| Yorlt Time* 

WASHINGTON, May 22 — > 
President Kennedy charged to- : 
day that the Republicans “know ; 
It is untrue’’ when tiiey raise : 
the possibility that hf plans to : 
abandon the Guantanamo naval 
base in Cuba. 

“I would hope that we would 
find a good deal more realism 
in tke Republican conversations 
about foreign policies) because 
that is untrue,’’ the President 
said at his news conference, 
[Question 9, Page 18.] 

‘"They know it is untrue. But 
it may be the sort of thing we 
going to hear now for the 
next 18 months.’’ 

- It is almost ^otly 18 
months untU the Presldaitial 
election of 1964. To make his 
point clear, Mr. Kennedy said 
the Guantanamo charge “indi- 
cates, as some people suspected 
before, that there was some po- 
litical motivation in soAte of the 
attacks upon our. policy with 
regard toCuba.’’ 

As for the charge itself, Mr. 
Kennedy said it was “complete- 
ly untrue." 

Abandoning Guantahamo, he 
•■has never been wmsldered. 
It will not be done,” he added. 

The charge had been raised 
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with “no evidence," he con- 
tinued. “because we happm to 
be putting in an acoustical- cen- 
ter for improving our underwa- 
ter detection system in Ber- 
muda and streng^ening a naval 
base at Puerto Rico. 

“From those' two actions it 
was deduced we must be giving 
up Guantanamo." 

W^iam B. Miller, chairman 
Republlean Natonal tiom- 
, called on Mr. Kennedy 
Ixipday ;tOi comment cm r^ 
that the United -QtateB) 
abandon Gumttahaiho 
iuee aerial survelUancetd^l 
land; He did not sfiebli^. 
the r^rta originated, 
question put to Mr. Ken' 
nedy [on Guantanamo contained 
I the s^tement that “the Repub- 
IlicanS have charged that some 
! kind bf agreement exists or may 
I exist some day for our abandon 
ling iGuantanamo Bay naval 
ibase.l’ 

Mrj Kennedy’s remarks were 
deliv^ed with ssperity. A simi- 
lar inflection crept Into his voice 
j agalii when he denied that there 
I was : an t’inoreasing build-up 
I military of Cuba." 

I “we do not have any evidence 
I of increasing military build-up," 
[the President said.. 

Hei said that “there has not 
been a satisfactory Withdrawal 
as yet” of Soviet troops and, 
equipment already on the Island. i 

“’That Is' quite true,’’ Mr. Ken- 
nedy said, ^*but we have no evi - 1 
dence that there is a number! 
coming in larger than going 
out’’ 

President Kennedy said that 
his answer covert military 
j^ulpment as well as milita^ 
personnel going from the Soviet 
Union Co Cuba. “The Intelli- 
gence community has not found 
that," he said. 

On another question pertain - 1 
ing to the continuing “Cuban | 
issue," Mr. Kennedy said he 
knew “as of today’’ of no arms' 
or money going from the United' 
States to Cuban exile groups. 
rOijfMtion 12.1 



r^BS BETVGBBS: 
twfii' BI. Bbur^, Assist- 
•Qt Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs, 
Wbo described the rivalry 
ament Onban organizations. 


I *’ui .aaoitton, x don't know 
.whether it would be a matter I 
I would want to discuss here in 
any case,” the President said, 
i “but to answer your question, I 
I don't think as of today that we 
I are. But I wouldn’t want to go 
iinto details, if we were.’’ 

! Informed sources said that 
the Cuban Refugee Council had 
' received about $200,000 in aid a 
'month before it broke up after' 
,lt.s president. Dr. JosS Mird 
Cardona, resigned with an at- 
tack on Mr. Kennedy. 

The aid to the refugees has 
'been di.scontinued, the sources 
indicated. 



